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FISH RETAILING IN BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
By 
Ralph Russell, Fishery Economist 
and 
*Keith 0, Burr, Assistant Fishery Economist 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


This article is the third in a series of reports which summarize data on fish retailing 
collected from food stores in 56 cities by the Fish and Wildlife Service, The study of the 
data obtained in Boston wes begun with special interest, as conditions of supply are such 
that the fish retailing situation would be expected to differ fromthat in most other cities, 
Boston is the home port of a large fleet of vessels prosecuting the North Atlantic fisheries 
and is the traditional center of a great fishing industry, developed from the cod fishery 
on the "banks" or submarine plateaus extending from Massachusetts to Newfoundland, Large 
quantities of fish are landed daily at the Boston Fish Pier, one of the busiest in the world, 


People living in Boston probably are more fish-conscious than residents of most areas, 
The estimated annual per capita consumption of fishery products, as given in Tablel, indicates 
that on an average the Bostonian eats twice as much fish as his fellow-countrymen, Further- 
more, the percentage of families reporting the purchase of fresh fish in Boston was greater 
than the percentagesin other cities, according to data collected and published by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, 2/ Consumption data for 425 families for one-week 
periods indicated that about 70 percent of the families reported the purchase of fresh fish 
during the week, a much higher proportion than in most other cities, 


TABLE 1 
Estimated Annual Consumption of Various Fishery Products in BostonL/ 








Kind of fishery product Consumption in pounds 
Fresh fish 26.47 
Canned fish 2.44 
Cured fish 0.62 
Oysters 0.21 
Other seafood 0.68 
All fishery products 30.42 





1/ These estimates are based on consumption data from individual families for one-week periods during 
the spring quarter of the year. The data forming the basis of these estimates were collected and 
published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor. See footnote u, 2. 
Discussion of the limitations of the estimates appears in "Retailing Fresh Fish 3 Cities in 
the Eastern Third of the United States", page 4. See footnote 1/, page 1. 


While data on fish retailing were obtained from a: total of 684 stores in Boston, only 
246 of these stores handled fresh fish regulerly, This report is based principally on 





l/ Previous reports are: “Retailing Fresh Fish in Five Cities of the Upper Ohio River Valley” by 
Ralph Russell and Keith 0. Burr, Fishery $ News, March 1942, and "Retailing Fresh Fish in 
56 Cities in the Eastern Third of + tates" by Ralph Russell and Keith 0. Burr, Fishery 
Market News, May 1942. . 


2/ “Money Disbursesents of Wage Earners ani Clerical Workers in the North Atlantic Region, 1934-36" 
by Faith M. Williams ani Alice C. Hanson, Bulletin Mo. 637, page 223. 


37 Percentages of families which reported the purchase of fresh fish are given for other cities 
covered by the retail study in "Retailing Fresh Fish in 56 Cities in the Eastern Third of the 
United States", Fishery Market News, May 1942, pages 6 and 7. 


4/ Fresh fish, as used in this report, is a general term which includes fresh and frosen fish, shell- 
fish, and crustaceans. 


Fates the Bureau of Foreign ani Domestic Commerce, Division of Industrial Economy on 
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detailed information from these 246 stores, The remaining 438 stores for the most part 
consisted of independent combination groceries, handling both general groceries and fresh 
meats, While few of these stores handled fresh fish regularly, nearly 90 percent of then 
handled canned fish, and over 70 percent sold cured fish, 


As regards the characteristics of the 246 stores handling fish regularly, about 6, 
percent were independently owned and operated, 17 percent were members of corporate chain 
store organizations, and 19 percent were fish markets, By kind of business, 71 percent were 
combination groceries, 1 percent groceries without meat, 20 percent meat and fish markets, 
while 8 percent could not be classified in any of these categories, As in other cities, 
the combination grocery was the most numerous type of outlet for fresh fish, However, Boston 
had an unusually large number of fish markets, a situation typical of cities located near in- 
portant fisheries, 


Nearly 70 percent of the 246 stores surveyed in Boston were located in residential 
areas, while the remaining stores were situated in commercial areas, Both independent stores 
and fish markets were common in residential areas, but a majority of the chain stores were 
located in commercial areas, i 


Over 85 percent of the stores reported that all sales were to final consumers, Most 
of the remaining 15 percent indicated a minimum of 75 percent of sales volume was in retail 
trade, with only about 1 percent of the stores reporting that less than 75 percent of their 
sales were at, retail, 


About one-fourth of the stores had been in business at the same location for less than 
five years, and the remainder was divided about equally between groups which had been in 
business from five to fifteen years and over fifteen years, On an average, the chain stores 
had not been in business at their current locations aslongasthe fish markets and independent 
stores, 


Customers of the Stores Surveyed 


Differences in the characteristics of the customers of the stores surveyed were revealed 
by some of the data obtained, Patrons of a majority of stores were in a medium income group, 
but around 37 percent of the stores reported that most patrons were in a low income group 
Less than 1 percent of the stores reported a majority of patrons in high income brackets,L/ 
About two-thirds of the stores indicated appreciable sales of fishery products to Catholics, 
and slightly over one-fourth of the stores reported substantial sales to the Jewish trade, 
but relatively few stores reported any significant amount of trade with colored people, 


Volume and Characteristics of Fish Sales 


Data on the volume of fish sales during 1938 were obtained from 213 of the 246 stores 
surveyed, The total sales of these 213 stores amounted to $1,317,295 and 12,249,581 pounds, 
an average dollar volume for fish markets of over $9,000, for chain stores over $8,000, 
and for independent stores about $4,700. As indicated in Table 2, most fish markets and 
chain stores sold over $1,500 worth of fish during the year, but the situation for independent 
stores was different, Sales of fish in about one-fourth of the independent stores amounted 
to $500 or less and in about one-third of them ranged from $500 to $1,500, 


TABLE 2 
Percentage of Various Types of Stores Falling in Specified Dollar Volume Groups 














Number Annual Volume in 1938 
Type of store surveyed 0=$500 $500-$1500 Over $1500 Unreported 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Independent 157 26 34, 27 13 
Fish market 7 ~ 2 85 13 
Chain 42 5 5 76 14 
All stores 246 17 23 47 13 











lf For purposes of this study, $1,000 anmally or less per family was considered low income, from 
$1,000 to $2,000 medium income, and over $2,000 high income. 
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The distribution of fish sales according to days of the week, as shown in Table 3, 
followed the characteristic pattern of heavy sales on Friday and low volume on other days, 
Over half the total fish sales were made on Friday, with Thursday next in importance, None 
of the other days accounted for more than 10 percent of total weekly sales, The Saturday 
volume was a smaller percentage of the total than in most other cities, 











TABLE 3 
Percentage of Weekly Sales Made on Each Day of the Week 

“=—=Type “Total Daily sales 

of sales, Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday not 

store 1938 Reported 

Dollars Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Independent 637,943 5 6 10 1g 55 6 - - 
Fish market 381,146 6 6 9 20 48 8 ~ 3 
Chain 298 ,206 2 4 11 18 57 7 - 1 
All stores 1,317,295 5 6 10 18 53 7 - 1 





Most of the stores indicated that individual sales to retail customers usually amounted 
to over. two pounds in weight and had a value of 20 to 35 cents, »However, about 1/4, percent 
of the stores reported typical unit purchases to be two pounds or less in weight, and about 
18 percent reported the typical value at over 35 cents, No significant differences in the 
typical weight of unit sales were indicated as between different types of stores, but unit 
sales valued at over 35 cents were reported more frequently by fish markets than by chain 
or independent stores, 


About 25 percent of the stores indicated that the volume of fish sales was increasing, 
but almost 35 percent indicated declining fish sales, while nearly 30 percent reported little 
change in the volume of fish sales, A majority of the chain stores reported increasing fish 
sales, while a majority of fish markets indicated decreasing fish sales, 


Practically all stores, including all types, reported fish a profitable item, but some 
stores indicated that fish was profitable only under certain conditions such as when the 
week's supply is completely sold out, or when refrigeration costs were not excessive, 


Species of Fish and Forms of Fishery Products Sold 


A large number of species of fish and shellfish was sold in appreciable volume by the 
stores surveyed in Boston, As would be expected, the North Atlantic varieties dominated this 
market, The species handled by the greatest percentages of the stores included haddock, 
mackerel, cod, halibut, flounders, salt-water smelt, salmon, swordfish, oysters, clams, 
scallops, shrimp, and lobsters, Other varieties which were important but handled by fewer 
stores included shad, butterfish, and scup, No fresh-water species were handled by very 
large percentages of the stores, Among those sold, however, some of the more important 
were carp, blue pike, suckers and whitefish, 


In all types of stores ready-to-cook forms of fishery products constituted the bulk 
of sales, As shown in Table 4, sales of whole fish represented only about five percent of 
total sales, while fillets accounted for about 55 percent, steaks 11 percent, and other 
ready-to-cook forms 28 percent, Only minor variations were noted among the three types 
of stores, and these differences do not appear significant, 


Most of the stores displayed fish in standard types of refrigerated showcases, but 
some, largely independent stores with low fish volume, used other facilities for displaying 
fish, Stores not displaying fish and those using display facilities other than standard 
cases were almost all independent stores with low fish volume, About 15 percent of the 
stores did not display fish at all, 


Over 60 percent of the stores surveyed used either all of one case or a part of one 
case for fish, and nearly 15 percent employed two or more cases for displaying fish, The 
fact that two cases were used does not necessarily indicate that the entire space in both 
cases was devoted to fish, In many instances, parts of two cases were used, 
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TABLE 4 
Percentage of Fish Volume Sold in Various Forms 
Total Not 
-to- 1 

Type of store sales Whole Fillets Steaks Ready-to cookl/ reported 

Pounds Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Independent 6,132,268 3 61 9 27 - 
Fish market 3,362,105 7 49 16 27 1 
Chain 2,755,208 7 51 5 33 - 
All stores 12,249,581 5 55 11 28 1 





vi It is believed that sales reported as ready-to-cook included considerable volume of whole fish which 
was dressed at the store and was ready for the pan when taken home. 


In general, fish display cases were of the open type twice as frequently as of the closed 
type. Only in chain stores was the closed type of display encountered more frequently than 
the open type. In most stores, the fish displays had glass fronts, were stationery, and the 
fish were in ice and clearly visible to customers, This was true in all types of stores, 


Ice was the principal refrigerant used-in fish displays by all classes of stores, A 
few stores supplemented ice with mechanical methods of refrigeration, but less than1 percent 
of the stores surveyed used mechanical refrigeration alone, 


Over half of the fish displays were located near thefront of the store, about 30 percent 
were near the rear of the store, while few stores had fish displays near the center of the 
store, Fish markets had the largest proportion of fish displays near the front of the store, 
About 15 percent of the stores either had no display or did not report on the location of 
the display. 


As indicated in Table 5, practically all fish markets and chain stores displayed fish 
five or six days of the week, but a large percentage of independent stores handled fish 
for a lesser number of days of the week, 














TABLE 5 
Percentages of Various Types of Stores Displaying Fish for Specified Periods of the Week 
Number 1 or 2 30r4 5 or Not 
type of etere surveyed days days days reported 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Independent 157 38 6 30 26 
Fish market 47 9 4 81 
Chain 42 5 2 88 5 
All stores 24,6 27 5 49 19 





Investigators were instructed to rate the adequacy of the ventilation and lighting 
of the stores surveyed, None of the stores was rated "poor" on either ventilation or light- 
ing, and most stores were rated "good", In a few stores, however, ventilation and lighting 
were considered only "fair", 


Besides display facilities, most stores had storage equipment, andcleaning, butchering, 
and scaling equipment, The principal types of storage equipment were boxes and bins each of 
which was reported by about half of the stores, The use of walk-in coolers for storing 
fish was indicated by relatively few stores, The refrigeration of stored fish, like that 
of displayed fish, was principally by ice, with relatively few stores using mechanical re- 
frigeration, The investigator reported the adequacy of refrigeration good in practically 
all stores, 
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The cleaning, butchering, and scaling equipment was usually located in the store proper, 
although about one-fifth of the stores had this equipment situated in a rear room, Likewise, 
in most of the stores both the operator dressing the fish and the cleaning operation could 
be seen by the customer, Running water was nearly always available, and the fish were washed 
during the cleaning process, The investigator reported that equipment in practically all 
stores was sanitary, 


Advertising and Other Sales Practices 


A part of the data obtained related to fish advertising and other sales practices, 
Nearly half of the stores reported the use of circulating media to advertise fishery products, 
but indications are that the amounts spent for this purpose were rather small, Advertising 
by means of placards, signs, or posters was more common on the inside of the stores than on 
the outside, However, a majority of the stores advertising fish in this way used only one 
or two small signs, as indicated in Table 6, Relatively few stores had a large amount of 
this type of fish advertising, either on the inside or outside, 


TABLE 6 


Percentages of Stores Reporting Various Amounts of Fish Advertising 
on the Inside and Outside of the Store 





Number Amount of inside advertising) Amount of outside advertising 
surveyed s76111/ Moderate2/ Large2/None Small Moderate Large None 








Type of store 





Independent 157 58 10 - 32 18 5 2 75 
Fish market 47 57 17 13 13 34 6 17 43 
Chain 42 45 At 7 7 29 26 rT 38 
All stores 246 56 16 4 24 23 8 6 63 





ye A large amount of aivertising was defined as at least three large signs, four medium-sized signs, 
six to eight small signs, or the equivalent. 

2/ A moderate amount of advertising was defined as at least one large sign, two medium-sized signs, 
three small signs, or the equivalent. 

3/ & small amount of advertising was defined as at least one small sign. 


The use of species lists and price lists was limited to less than one-seventh of the 
stores, but nearly half of the stores surveyed used price tags.1/ In the stores which used 
species lists and price lists, these lists seldom included all of the species sold, As seen 
in Table 7, the percentages of stores using species lists, price lists, and price tags varied 
somewhat as between different types of stores, 


TABLE 7 
Percentages of Stores Using Species Lists, Price Lists, and Price Tags 











Type of store Number Species Price Price 
surveyed lists lists tags 

Percent Percent Percent 
Independent 157 9 8 38 
Fish market 47 21 11 36 
Chain 42 17 17 88 
All stores 246 13 10 46 





While the use of advertising in circulating media andat the store was relatively limited, 
substantial percentages of all types of stores used window displays of fishery products, 
Nearly 90 percent of the fish markets used window displays, and about 40 percent of the 
chain and independent stores followed this practice. 


Y A store was reported to use price tags only if at least half of the fish items on display were tagged. 
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Conclusion 


Certain features of fish retailing in Boston appear significantly different from the 
typical situation prevailing in other cities where fish retailing has been studied, The 
average volume of sales in all types of stores was much larger than in many other cities, 
Moreover, stores in Boston handled fish a greater number of days per week, used more of 
their available display space for fish, and had window displays of fish more frequently 
than did stores in many of the other cities, In addition, the predominance of bins and 
boxes for storing fish and the widespread use of ice for a refrigerant further distinguished 
fish retailing practices in Boston from those followed elsewhere, Finally, the percentages 
of fish volume sold in various forms differed from the percentages in other cities, The 
percentage of fish sold whole in Boston was much smaller than that sold in this form in 
other cities, Fish markets in most regions ordinarily sold a substantial proportion of 
their total volume as whole fish in the round, but this was not true in Boston, 


In other respects, practices followed in retailing fish in Boston were similar to those 
followed in other cities, A large part of the weekly volume was sold on Friday; advertising 
in circulating media and at the store was relatively limited; and the use of species lists 
and price lists was confined to a comparatively small number of stores, 


Differences between the fish retailing programs of various types of stores which were 
noted in other cities did not appear in Boston, In most other cities, chain stores most 
frequently fell in the $500 to $1,500 group, but in Boston about three-fourths of them sold 
over $1,500 worth of fish in 1938, Likewise, in Boston the independent stores had higher 
sales than elsewhere, Another example of differences noted in other cities, but not in 
Boston, related to the use of ice for refrigerating fish displays, In most cities, inde- 
pendent stores employed mechanical methods of refrigerating fish displays as frequently 
as ice refrigeration, but in Boston all types of stores commonly used ice alone for refriger- 
ating fish displays, 


Fish retailing in Boston appears to be on a somewhat higher level than in most cities, 
Indications are that sales are greater, more care is exercised in displaying fish, and the 
variety handled is larger, While the advertising of fish is limited, as in other cities, 
the population is nevertheless "fish-conscious" and the consumption of fish per capita is 
greater than in most of the other cities surveyed. The need for advertising fish in Boston 
is probably not as great as in other cities which are located at greater distances from 
commercial fisheries, 


ARMY BUYING 3 MILLION POUNDS OF FISH MONTHLY 


During June and July, Army purchases of fresh and frozen fish and seafoods averaged 4 
little over 3,000,000 pounds per month, according to Colonel Paul P, Logan, Q.M.C,, Amy 
liaison to the Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries, 


These fishery products are purchased through 30 Market Centers, which buy such requirements 
as fish, poultry, butter, eggs, and vegetables, The Centers, distributed strategically 
throughout the United States with relation to military camps, have their Operation Center at 
Chicago, 


"All Market Centers are connected with the (Chicago) headquarters by teletype," says 
Colonel Logan, "and the carlot buying is all directed from headquarters, The Boston Market 
Center in the past has been called upon to purchase the fish for stations east of the Mississippi 
River, Centralized procurement of fish has been underway only for a few months so we do not 
have very good statistics on this, 


"Our purchases in June and July averaged a little over three million pounds each month 
at an estimated cost of 20 cents per pound, We feel that as the troops become better ac- 
quainted with the service of fresh fish, requirements will increase, 
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"Canned fish and seafoods are used very little by the Army in the United States because 
the supply is limited, Included in the list of requirements are salmon and sardines for 
troop use with substitutes of flaked fish, mackerel, herring or shad, Overseas hospitals 
require the additional items of canned clams, oysters and tuna fish, The Agricultural Mar- 
keting Administration is purchasing our requirements of salmon and sardines, The other 
items are purchased by the Army," 


RECEIPTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS AT SEATTLE, 1941 
By 
V. J, Samson 
Associate Fishery Marketing Specialist 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U, 8, Fish and Wildlife Service 


Fresh and frozen fish receipts at Seattle during the1941 calendar year increased nearly 
10 million pounds, or 16 percent, as compared with 1940. During the calendar year of 1941, 
receipts of fresh and frozen fish at Seattle totaled 71,973,277 pounds, including imports 
from British Columbia, arrivals from Alaska, and local receipts sold over the halibut and 
salmon exchanges, as well as direct sales, 


Principal increases (Table I) were noted in receipts of frozen fish from Alaska, of 
which sablefish, chinook and chum salmon contributed a gain of 78 percent as compared with 
19,0, Imports from British Columbia rose 6 percent during1941, due mainly to greater receipts 
of chinook salmon for use in mild-cure production, Local fish receipts gained 6 percent, 
accounted for chiefly by flounders taken in the otter-trawl fishery--which jumped 38 percent-- 
and "lingcod" and rockfishes, 


Of the total, local receipts accounted for 51,628,000 pounds, or 77 percent, while 
Alaska contributed 19 percent, and British Columbia, 4 percent, Receipts by species show 
halibut first with a total of 24,628,000 pounds, or 37 percent, followed by salmon with 
23,622,000 pounds, or 35 percent, Other species in order of importance include flounders 
with 10 percent, "lingcod" with 5 percent, and sablefish and herring with 3 percent each, 
Of the shellfish receipts Dungeness crabs led all species in volume, with 2,112,000 pounds, 
or46 percent of the total, Pacific oysters, shrimp meat, squid and Olympia oysters followed 
in that order, The volume of crabs continued to gain in 1941, representing a 9 —- 
increase over 1940, and 16 percent over 1939. 


The most outstanding development during 1941 was noted in the fishery for sharks for 
the sale of livers, as a source of high potency vitamin-A oil, High prices offered for 
these livers stimulated the shark fishery to an extent that 2,355,000 pounds of dogfish 
livers, and 84,100 pounds of soupfin shark livers were landed at Seattle during 1941, or 
over 6 times the quantity produced in 1940, Halibut, "lingcod", and sablefish livers and 
viscera receipts also rose approximately 50 percent as compared with 1940, and contributed 
to a total increase of 24,3 percent for fish livers delivered to Seattle in 1941. 


Table II contains comparative data on values and average prices paid the fishermen 
for various species of fresh fish and shellfish delivered to Seattle, Prices paid for each 
species were greater in1941 than in 1940, and the total average paid for fish was 14 percent 
greater, Principal increases were noted in prices paid for albacore tuna, with a 98 percent 
advance, chum salmon, 54 percent, silver salmon, 35 percent, and halibut, 16 percent, "Ling- 
cod", rockfishes, sablefish, flounders, and smelts also made substantial gains in average 
price returns per pound to the fishermen, Shellfish items showed even a greater increase 
in fishermen's prices, with clams advancing 55 percent, crabs, 39 percent, shrimp, 40 percent, 
and Pacific oysters, 19 to 31 percent, Receipts of fish and shellfish at Seattle during 
1941 also increased materially in value, with shellfish gaining 57 percent, and fish 22 
percent, for an average of 24 percent as compared with 1940, 


Table III is an index of monthly receipts at Seattle, 


(See pages 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 for Tables I, II and III) 
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TABLE I - Volume and Source of Total Receipts, By Species, 1941 and 1940 












































Variety and Source 1941 ath 1940 Variety and Source 1941 1940 
1 

SALT-*ATER FISH Pounds Percent Pounds SALT-WATER FISH Pounds Pounds 

Cod, local 789,681 + 400,416 nt 

Dolly Varden trout: Pink or humpback: 

Alaska 16,367 - 24, 360]| Local 896,373 20.907 
Frozen, Alaska 7:32 - ll, Frozen, Alaska - 000 

Plounders: Silver or coho: 

"Sole", local 6,298,952 + 4.482,944|| Local 5.108,545 + 3  4-949,016 

Other. lecal ‘ 523,575 ap Columbia 61 . 1 

Total 6,908,495 + 5,006,519]! prosen, Alaska 2,131,100 + 70 1,255,434 

Halibut: 83 api Frozen, B. C. 12,475 .* - 

No. 1 - Exchan, 10,714,832 + 10, 273,55 Total 2,143, 1,255, 
Wo. 2- ahaa 7-939,952 8,310,673 So — «s Bi 
Unclassified, ckeye, or 

local © _304,967 + — 261,017 588 24.165 + 22 176,035 
Subtotal 18,959,751 + 18,845,247]| British Columbia é - & 15,354 

Unclassified: tal ; 191, 
Alaska 332,263 - 411, 831 cd 220,229 22389 
Frozen, Alaska § 4,958,460 + 2, ne 638 maageesiots een” % Gn 
B lumb : . ° 
Sith iaide Sade -* ab _TEIB| troeen. saci 705.054 af 369 

Motal fresh 19,633,381 1g : : 4 
nme nacelle sea z 1a aseebsers 

Herring: Bulachon, Local 92,529 
Local 24,880 - 9% 427.392 : 

British Columbia 1590 - 9 8 corte Mason 528,350 180.996 976 
Total 2,030 - 97 910,917|| Local 138,710 416,773 
Herring (bait), 
frozent Total fish: 
Alaska 1,588,190 + 261 416,000 Local 51,627,988 48,078,943 
British Columbia _ 282,595 + 589 4,100 oe od 12,641,521 7.127, 
a =< 1,870,785 __+ 345 = Columbia, _ 3,081,446 2,918,686 
"3 
oe 3,290,153 + 2.9] §6 AL 67,350,955 58,115,616 
British Columbia 58.524 - 64 161,627|| SHELLFISH 
Total 3,348,677 + 7 3,136,088 || Clams, hard (meats): 

Rockfishes: Local 266,030 319, 248 
Lecal 501,766 + 96 809, 454 British Columbia 139,056 130, 104 
Alaska 354 - 94 5» Total 405,086 449,352 
British Columbia 40) - 21 11,061 | ebs, Local 2,112,124 1,930,526 

Total 1,510,171 + 83 826, 365 qn local 
Frozen, Alaska 28,725 - 70 94,924 meats): 

Sablefish: Olympia, shell 2,201 - 26,781 
Local 2, 294,916 i 3 2, 375,400 Olympia, shucked 73:4 + 23,031 
Alaska 50, 232 a. : Pacific, shell 1 ~ 171,451 
Frozen, Alaska 1,490,940 +173 546, 294|| Pacific, shucked1,162,087 4 9 
British Columbia 355 = - Octopus 3,831 + 32,732 

Total fresh 2,345,473 - 1 2, 375,400 a a doo pom i 

Salmon: Sart 7 aa ue % + Rig 

Chinook or king? vias tect 57 $ 36,345 
Local 6,441, he # o§ 6, 809,474 Alaska ; 430,510 504,650 
Alaska om - 42 987,712 Squid, local 235,965 > 
British Columbia 2,207,369 + 35 1,636, 463 ‘ 7 aa 

Total 9,223, ~ Mr Sate WS POOR ah Neh hee 4,136,83 
Frozen, Alaska 528, 601 8 212,968 || Total fish and 
Frozen, B. C. 10,250 - 6 6 shellfish 71,973. 277 62,232,420 
Total 538,81 + 92 280,333 | Zao EAVERS (Local) 

Comm or keta: oe giter ar 2,354,779 319,847 
Local 4,438, 300 + 5 4, 245,873 viscera 861, 254 576,091 
British Columbia - s ~ 245,954 || "Lingooa" 50,619 37,022 

Total beet - 1 827 ||Sablefish and 
Frozen, Alaska 2,9 + 502 mer viscera 100,143 62, 
Frozen, B, G 6, 935 wniiem ad Soupfin shark 11 
Total 189,932 + 760 22,078 || Total fish livers 3,450, 007, 
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TABLE II ~- Value and Average Price of Local Receipts, 1941 and 1940 



























































Value 
Species 1941 with 1940 1941 with 1940 
1940 1 

FISH $ Percent $ é Percent é 
Cod 19,685 | + 87 10,530 |} 3.56 - 5 3.76 
J 198, 855 + 62 122,436 || 3.16 + 16 2.73 
Other 14, 819 + 37 10, 2.43 + 17 2.07 
Halibut: 

a 1,307,165 v4) 1,086, 12, 22 + 16 10.57 
- 2, “ Beh" 350 : 5 B28 9ee 11.9 + 13 097 
Unclassified, Direct Sale eZ 24,260 || 10.09 + z x 

Total 2, 206, 274 +4 1,939,479 || 11.80 + 10.15 
Herr 4 - & 3,624 |} 2.01 1 0.8 
mingeed", 66,98 | <5 gailea | 2B 3.94 

"  , Direct Sale 43,227 +41 30, 68 2.74 + & 2.39 
Perch ' 68 + 30 3°37 50 + 29 3. 
Rockfishes, Exchange 961 + 107 17,83 50 + 35 4. 

“ , Direct Sale ao + ‘3 : oes > + 2 rs 
Sablefish, Exchang . ¥ ° 

“ » Direct Sale 16,940 + & 2,256 || 5.29 ; 38 3. 
Salmon: 

Chinook or king: 

froll, large, red 181,031 -h 23,32 || 18.27 + 10 16.58 

" , small, red 135,555 + 6 127,32 || 13.99 + 19 11.78 

* » white »731 ° 37 1 275 9.57 ? 3 10.10 

. 3.3 13,450 ey | 13,372 || 10.12 +1 8.57 
Gill net +&4 . + 12 

Total® 708, 357° + 2 697, 847° || 11.00 + 8 10.2 
Cma, Gill net 45,016 + 457 8,078 || 7.29 + 8 3.98 
", Purse Seine 6 +37 1 + 42 4.28 
Total 264,006 | + 57 180, 816° |} 6.40 + 50 4.% 
Pink or humpback 41,36 ee 628 || 4.61 + 54 3.00 
Silver or coho: 
Troll, Exchange 298,002 + 38 26,142 |/12.1 + 37 8.88 
Gill net, bad 72,124 * 18 6 ° + ZL 7.66 
Total 509,671° | + 40 364, 664° || 9.98 + 3 7-37 
Sockeye or red 28, 809 + 52 18,920 || 13.45 + 5 10.75 
Sael t: - 
Bulachon 3,53 + 7 3,320 3.82 + 63 2.35 
Silver 2, 7 5 5.11 + @ 4.2] 
Tuna, albacore 19,7 - + 8 
Total fish 4.392.345 + 2 3,613,619 8.54 + 14 7-50 
SHELLFISH Unit 2 Percent $ $ Percent 3 
Clans, hard, (meats) Sack 37, 236 + vs) 28,826 3.48 + 55 xe 
Crabs, Dungeness Doz. 129,997 + © 81,454 1.33 + 39 0. 
Oysters; (meats) 
Olympia, shell Sack 14,232 eee: 15,235 || 13.07 + 3 12.74 

” 7 shucked Gal. 29,309 + 33 19,199 7.67 + 5 <4 
Pacific, shell Bu. 10,962 a 23 9,440 || 0.43 + 19 0.3 

ad . shucked Gal. 206,572 + 23 119, 1.56 + 3 1.19 
Octopus, local Lb. 1,22 - 1, 0.05 + 3B 0.04 
Scallops, bay, (meats) Gal. 4,874 | + 2% 3,880 || 2.55 +a 2.11 
Shrimp Lb. 2. - 3% 3.586 |} 0.14 + 40 0.10 
Squid mi te +409 1 0. ? 2.03 

Total shellfish me ae + 57 . e = ° 

Total fish and shellfish - 4,536, + 3,897.4) — ° : 

FISH LIVERS, ETC. (Local) 

Livers, Dogfish Lb. 620,151 | +2386 18,316 || 0.2% + 333 0.06 

" , Halibut " 1315 et i 183,192 || 0.57 + 14 0.50 

* + SLingood" " 1377 | + 335 14,809 |} 1.27 | +2 0.40 

» Sabdlefish " 05) + 450 16,913 || 1.20 + 243 0.35 

" , Soupfin shark " rl +4512 8,729 || 5.72 +673 0.7. 

Viscera, halibut, sablefish,etc.|"__ 4026 | +2462 + 2 0.08 
Total livers, etc. . 1,516,114 | + 483 259.874 || 0.44 + 0.26 
Includes purse seine for chinook and silver salmon, and miscellaneous gear for all salmon species. 


**Not comparable years. 
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VITAMIN-A BEARING OILS AND CONCENTRATES PLACED UNDER PRICE CEILING 
BY THE OFFICE OF PRICE ADMINISTRATION 
By 
R, W, Harrison, Senior Technologist 
Division of Fishery Industries 


U, 8, Fish and Wildlife Service 


Maximum Price Regulation No, 203, issued by the Office of Price Administration, August 
15, establishes an independent price regulation for vitamin-A natural oils and concentrates, 
effective August 20, 1942, thereby removing these products from the provisions of the Fats 
and Oils Revised Price Schedule No, 53, The ceiling prices established by the order, per 
million U.S,P, units, f.o,b., seller's shipping point, are: 


14 cents for oils of more than 6,000 and less than 60,000 units, 
20 cents for oils of 60,000 and more but less than 200,000 units, and 
30 cents for oils of above 200,000 units and all potencies of vitamin-A concentrates, 


A concentrate is defined as a natural oil or blend of vegetable oil and concentrate 
containing 200,000 or more units or a product derived from vitamin-A natural oil or fish 
or marine animal livers provided the concentrate has at least four times the vitamin-A potency 
of the natural oil derived from the livers, The ceilings do not apply to: 


(1) Vitemin-A natural oils or concentrates destined for human consumption without 
further processing or packing by the buyer, 


(2) Capsules or tablets containing vitamin A, 
(3) Crystalline vitamin a, 


(4) A water or milk miscible product containing vitamin A, or a vitamin-A concentrate 
in alcohol, at least 90 percent of which is nonoleaginous material, 


Also exempt is any vitamin-A material oil or concentrate in which the ratio of the 
U.S.P, units of vitamin A per gram to the U.S.P, units of vitamin D per gram is less than 
ltol, No additional charge may be added for the vitamin-D content of any oil or concentrate 
in which the ratio of A to D is more than 75 tol, 


Oil or concentrate purchased prior to August 20, and held: by the purchaser or in the 
custody of a carrier or warehouse other than a carrier or warehouse owned or controlled by 
the person from whom such oil was acquired, in order to fill a contract entered into prior 
to March 31, 1942, for the sale of such oil or concentrate may be delivered in accordance 
with such contract provided no deliveries shall be made after December 31, 1942, and the 
transaction conforms to the provisions of Revised Price Schedule No, 53--Fats and Oils, 


Prices of vitamin-A products sold at retail are not affected by the order, 


The establishment of an independent price regulation for vitamin-A bearing oils and 
concentrates comes after a number of months of study by the Office of Price Administration 
and following hearings with viteamin-A producers and concentrators in San Francisco during 
June and in Washington, D, C,, during July, The concern. over vitamin-A prices resulted 
from rapid increases in prices paid for livers and liver oils during the fall of 1941 when 
the impression was obtained in the trade that a vitamin-A shortage was existent, This con- 
dition also led to promulgation of a Limitation Order by the War Production Board restricting 
the use of vitamin-A oils and concentrates in multi-vitamin products and in mixed animal 
feeds, This latter action, high asking prices and a pronounced expansion in vitamin-A pro- 
duction during the past 12 months, based on the earlier belief of vitamin-A shortage, has 
led to accumulation of excessively large stocks of vitamin A, especially in the hands of 
producers, with the result that current trading in vitemin A is considerably under the ceiling 
prices just established, 
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It is generally believed that with sufficient movement of vitamin A to permit trading 
at prices approximating those established by the Office of Price Administration, a high 
enough price can be paid for fish livers to maintain a satisfactory production effort, How- 
ever, under the prevailing situation, production may be drastically curtailed, This condition 
would be highly unfortunate because those who appreciate the potential value of vitamin A 
in the war and in second front or post war rehabilitation are of the opinion that sufficient 
vitamin A stocks should be maintained at all times to meet any eventuality, Since thw pro- 
ducing industry is unable to carry thisload sane type of Government support may be necessary, 


0-0-0 


OFFICE OF PRICE ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY ON PROCESSED FISH 


Packers of frozen, pickled, smoked, salt and canned fish--buying their halibut and 
salmon at exorbitantly high prices in mistaken anticipation of a 15 percent increase shortly 
in the Office of Price Administration's ceiling on the processed article--are in for a rude 
disappointment, Price Administrator Leon Henderson warned on August 4, 


Office of Price Administration's policy on all processed fish is firmly represented 
by Mr, Henderson to be as follows: 


(1) There will be no increase in the present March 1942 ceilings on processed fish, 
(2) The ceiling on processed fish will continue for the length of the General Maximum 


Price Regulation under which it is covered, It will not terminate within 60 days, 
as some trade rumors have suggested--possibly the wish being father to the thought, 





(3) Individual applications of fish processors for relief, on grounds that they have 
incurred losses through sales at the March ceilings because of higher raw material 
costs, will be rejected by the Office of Price Administration, 


"The practice, now prevalent among processors, of paying more for fresh fish than the 
processed ceilings warrant is a dangerous one," the Administrator stated, "Failure to cease 
such activities can result in only one end--namely; heavy losses to bidders, 


"Office of Price Administration is fully aware of the fact that West Coast processors 
cannot pay 19 to2l cents per pound for fresh halibut in the uncontrolled raw product markets 
and sell the processed article next winter at approximately similar price ceilings under the 
General Maximum Price Regulation," Mr, Henderson declared, "since freezing and carrying 
costs aggregate two to three cents per pound, 


"Processors have been bidding up prices to levels which may result in heavy loss to 
them in the erroneous expectation that they then can apply to the Office of Price Administration 
for relief fromthe so-called 'squeeze' of their own making, TheOffice of Price Administration 
is cognizant of the fact of the case and feels that such practices are detrimental to the 
intents and purposes of the Emergency Price Control Act of 1942." 


Studies made by the Office of Price Administration fail to support the belief that such 
abnormal price advances to present raw product levels are warranted, The normal price for 
halibut runs around 10 to 11 cents per pound, It is double that price now, This has occurred 
in spite of the fact that the total pack available this year--war or no war--again will be the 
50,000,000-pound figure to which the United States and Canada are limited under the Inter- 
national Conservation Agreement, Despite the submarine menace, and possibly less boats 
available, just as much halibut is coming in as in previous years, It is pointed out that 
previously fishermen restricted their halibut cargoes to 40,000 pounds a trip and laid up 
in port 10 days between voyages in order to remain within the conservation limits, These 
size and time restrictions now have been called off, with the result that the total arrivals 
are satisfactory, 


Similar price pyrotechnics in salmon--now nearly double the normal 9 to 12-cent average 
price for the pink variety, in shrimp caught in both the Gulf and South Atlantic, and in 
some other varieties of East Coast fish, have not escaped Office of Price Administration's 
attention, In the majority of instances, Office of Price Administration lays the blame 
for this abnormal "fisherman's harvest" squarely at the door of the processor, 
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CERTAIN AGAR SALES RESTRICTIONS DROPPED 


Restrictions on transactions in agar, contained in Order M-96, have been removed in 
the case of sales and deliveries to the Defense Supplies Corporation, Order M-96 froze 
agar supplies of 50 pounds or more, except for use in the preparation of bacteriological 
media, Amendment No, 2 enables the Defense Supplies Corporation to build a stockpile of 
ager from inventories so frozen, The amendment also changes the definition of agar to remove 
certain seaweeds which are not primary sources of the drug. 


Agar is now defined by the Office of Price Administration as meaning any mucillaginous 
substance, whether dried or in other form, extracted fram Gelidium corneum and other species 
of Gelidium and closely related algae, It is also known as "Agar-Agar", "Chinese Gelatin", 
and "Japanese Gelatin", It shall not be construed to include any extract which was so processed 
before February 9, 1942, as to be rendered unfit for use in the preparation of bacteriological 
media, (Oil, Paint and Drug Reporter, August 3, 1942) 





SOURCE OF COD AND OTHER LIVER OILS 


Inquiries have been received by the Fish and Wildlife Service as to the availability 
of cod-liver oil for consumption by Jews, This question may be narrowed to a consideration 
of the source of cod-liver oil; thatis, whether it cames fram a fish having fins and scales, 
according to an article in Fishery Leaflet No, 8 by Isaac Ginsburg, Aquatic Biologist, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, For answer we must turn to the United 
States Pharmacopeia, in this country the official book on drug standards, which are enforced 
by Federal laws, The Pharmacopeia (Eleventh revision, p, 261-262) defines cod-liver oil as 
"The,....fixed oil obtained from fresh livers of Gadus morrhua,,...and other species of the 
family Gadidee," Gadus morrhua is the well-known codfish, and this, together with other 
species of the family Gadidae have fins and scales, Consequently, cod-liver oil that is 
prepared according to Pharmacopeia standards is derived from fishes having both fins and 
scales and presumably is kosher, The letters "U.,S,P," on the label of a container of cod- 
liver oil means that the oil is guaranteed to have been prepared according to the standard 
of the United States Pharmacopeia, and any adulteration of such oil subjects both the producer 
and retailer to prosecution under the Federal pure food and drug laws, 








In the last few years the use of various vitamin products has become widespread, and 
the liver oils of species other than those belonging to the family Gadidae have entered into 
the preparation of such products, Common among these are halibut-liver oil, which is derived 
from a species having both fins and small cycloid scales, and shark-liver oil, derived from 
the livers of sharks of various species, Sharks have fins and scales, but the scales are 
placoid and their structure differs from that of most other fishes, 


Fishery Leaflet No, 8 may be obtained free of charge by writing to the Office of Publi- 
cations, U, S, Fish and Wildlife Service, Room X-7, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Ill, 


NEW REPORT ON STORING FISH IN REFRIGERATED LOCKERS 


Preservation of fish in refrigerated lockers for home consumption will contribute much 
to the vital need for conserving both food supplies and shipping space in wartime, according 
to a recent published report of Maurice E, Stansby and John A, Dassow, technologists at 
the Service's Fishery Products Laboratory, Ketchikan, Alaska, 


Although written particularly with respect to the species of fish available in Alaska, 
the methods described and the information given are generally applicable in all localities, 
Consumers everywhere--especially those who live on or near waters where local species are 
available--can take advantage of seasonal abundances of fish and refrigerated locker facili-. 
ties, to assure themselves of a sustained supply of protein food at reasonable prices, 


A particular advantage of storing fish in refrigerated lockers for home consumption 
lies in the fact that fish properly frozen and stored more closely resemble fresh fish than 
do fish preserved by any other method, Fish in season can be obtained at very low prices 
and some species can be readily caught by the householder at no cost, Even after cmsidering 
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rental of the refrigerated locker, a very substantial saving is possible because in addition 
to the economics effected in storing fish, other types of perishable foodstuffs, i.e,, meats, 
fruits and vegetables, can also be stored in the lockers along with the fish, thus taking 
advantage of the lower prices prevailing during their seasons of abundance, 


There are several methods applicable in preparing fish for freezing and frozen storage, 
i,e.,, whole fish, eviscerated fish, chunks, steaks, and as fillets, 


According to the authors, storage as chunks will, in general, give the best all around 
results, All but the smallest fish can be prepared in this way (small fish can be prepared 
as a single chunk by cutting off head and tail), Very little waste material (only backbone) 
is stored with the edible flesh, thus conserving on refrigerated space, Fish cut in this 
way is suitable for baking, or after thawing can be cut into steaks for cooking in other 
ways, The keeping quality in cold-storage is also better than average, 


Principal precautions for obtaining satisfactory frozen fishery products are to be 
sure the fish are fresh at time of freezing and that the product is adequately protected 
against dehydration and oxidation, The problem of dehydration is encountered in storing 
all types of fish while the problem of oxidation is most severe in the case of fish of higher 
oil content, Complete details for preparing, glazing and/or wrapping for storage are givén 
for a considerable number of species, 


The report, "Storage of Alaskan Fish in Refrigerated Lockers for Home Consumption", 
Technical Report #1, issued July 25, 1942 by the Fisheries Commission of Alaska, may be 
obtained by direct request, addressed to Fishery Products Laboratory, Ketchikan, Alaska, 


ADDED PERSONNEL IN THE OFFICE OF THE COORDINATOR OF FISHERIES 


Additional personnel to assist in carrying out the functions of the Office of the Co- 
ordinator of Fisheries were designated by Secretary of the Interior Harold L, Ickes ina 
departmental order dated August 7. 


In addition to naming Dr, Ira N, Gabrielson, Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
as Deputy Coordinator, the order indicates Charles E, Jackson, Assistant Director of the 
Service, as Assistant Deputy, with Reginald H, Fiedler, Chief of the Service's Division of 
Fishery Industries, as Executive Officer, 


The staff of the Division of Fishery Industries located in Washington, D, C,, has been 
detailed as a whole to the new agency, and comprises the bulk of its remaining members, As 
experts in their respective fields, heads of this Division's regular sections will continue 
in charge of Coordinator Office Sections with similar duties: Roger W, Harrison, for tech- 
nology; Ralph Russell, economics and man-power; Edward A, Power, statistics; and Andrew W, 
Anderson, for market reports, 


Augmenting activities of these sections will be those of two new ones, concerned with 
conservation and consumers! interests, In charge of the former is Dr, Hilary J, Deason, 
aquatic biologist detailed from the Service's Division of Fishery Biology; of the latter, 
Don Bloch, information specialist of the Division of Fishery Industries, The Conservation 
Section will represent, in the Coordinator's Office, the activities of the Service's Divisions 
of Fishery Biology, Fish Culture, and Alaska Fisheries, 


WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES 


Featured by a climb of 0.3 percent over the preceding week in all commodities, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics' camposite index of nearly 900 series priced in primary markets 
on August 15 showed an overall rise in wholesale prices of 0.6 percent during the past month, 
At 98.9 percent of the 1926 average, the index reached its highest level since October 1926, 
and stood at 10.4 percent above mid-August of last year, 


Between mid-June and mid-July, average retail food prices on 65 commodities in 51 cities 
went up 1,1 percent, generally due to certain seasonal advances, Prices of foods not under 
control rose 2,5 percent during the month; controlled foods rose 0,3 percent, 
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On July 14, the index of retail foods costs was 124.6 percent of the 5-year (1935-39) 
average, and 17 percent higher than a year ago, Fresh and canned fish costs stood at 161.2 
percent of the 5-year level, and had advanced 2,9 percent above costs for’ a comparable date 
last month, Fresh and frozen fish were up 2,7 percent over last month, and 33 percent over 
last year, in mid-July, 


Average retail price of a 1-pound tall can of pink salmon on July 1), was 21.7 cents-- 
0,5 percent over the previous month, and 23,3 percent above July 15, 1941. For red salmon, 
the average retail price remained at 40.1 cents for 4 l-pound tall can, as last month, This 
was 39,2 percent higher than for mid-July last year, 


SOME NOTES ON THE ROSSFISH FISHERY 
By 
Frank E, Firth 
Biological Collector 
Division of Fishery Biology 


U. S, Fish and Wildlife Service 


During July, rosefish landings at Gloucester increased both in quantity and value, 
Landings totaled 14,715,000 pounds--an increase of 4,337,000 pounds over June--despite 
the fact that many vessels had been requisitioned for war use, There were 18), fares land- 
ed in July at Gloucester for an average catch of 80,000 pounds, Each vessel made an aver- 
age of 34 trips during the month, Combined Portland and Rockland, Maine, landings for 
July totaled only 3,311,000 pounds, or 22 percent of the Gloucester landings, The average 
fare landed in Maine ports was 72 percent less than the Gloucester trips, Fares taken out 
at the Boston Fish Pier totaled less than 300,000 pounds in July, 


In June, there was an increase in the ex-vessel price from 23 to 3 cents per pound, 
at Gloucester; in July, the price was further increased to 32 cents, It probably would 
have reached 3 cents by August, but for the ceiling set on frozen rosefish fillets, 


Concurrently with the advance in price from 3 to 3% cents July 1, came a reduction 
in the number of days lay over between trips, Vessels are now actually tied up only one 
day since a vessel arriving at6a,m, on thelst, sails again after midnight on the 2nd--that 
is, on the third day, This shortening of the lay over between trips has made up almost 
enough time to offset the loss of vessels in the rosefish fleet to the armed forces, After 
unloading a trip,one day is required for repairing the nets and outfitting the vessel for 
the trip to start that night. This period in port also permits maintaining the vessels in 
good condition and avoids time lost due to breakdowns, Any boat bringing in less than one- 
half a capacity load may depart immediately after unloading, Usually if a boat does not 
have a full load it is because of a breakdown which keeps it in port until repairs are con- 
pleted, 


The stock of rosefish on all banks appears at present tobe in no great danger of over- 
fishing, A Federal investigation by the Service is now under way at Gloucester to determine 
the maximum yield the fishery can stand without depletion, Such a study ig necessary since 
the Army is purchasing approximately 25 percent of the rosefish production and needs more 
for its constantly increasing personnel, In addition, the regular civilian consumer demand 
is increasing, 


From an analysis of over 4,000 rosefish samples it appears that the fish tend to be 
larger in the Channel area and progressively smaller at Petit Manan and to the eastward, A 
study of the sexes indicates that in every area the females are much larger than the males, 
The sexes must be sampled and the ages must be determined separately, Scale samples are now 
being taken from each sex in the different areas for this study, 


The spawning season for rosefish ends in August, This year it was apparent that spawn- 
ing first occurred in May in the Channel-Highland Light area, progressing east and north 
during June, By July 1, spawning was occurring on all grounds; by the end of July only a 
few spawners were observed--not over10 percent--in the Mt, Desert and Cape Shore area, Early 
in August there was even less evidence of spawning in these localities, 
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The fish captured in Maine waters are practically all taken at varying depths, a short 
distance east and southeast of Seal Isle, where the bottom is soft, and consequently adaptable 
to a amall boat fishery. Gloucester fares were caught from the Channel all the way to 
Petit Manan, with the bulk of the fish coming from Mt, Desert, Matinicus, and Monhegan, in 
varying depths, 


0-0-0 
FISHERIES OF MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 


In Massachusetts, the war is exerting a great influence on the fishing industry, It 
is reflected in Boston in a decided reduction in landings and increased prices, according 
to the Service's marketing agents in that area, Purchase by the Navy of a large number 
of the large and medium-size draggers has caused the landings to fall off between 30 and 
35 percent; while the price to the fishermen on an average basis for all fish landed at 
the Boston Fish Pier, advanced more than 100 percent from June 1941 to June 1942, 


Normally, with such a condition existing, it would seem that there would be an increase 
in the intensity of the fishing effort among those still left in the industry. This is 
apparently not the case in the Boston area, however, mainly because most of the large and 
medium draggers are owned by the large companies operating here and these vessels have always 
been encouraged to make as large a catch as was possible, Large sales from this area are 
being made to the Army on both fresh and frozen fish, and cold-storage holdings are above 
normal, It is felt that sales to civilian outlets have fallen off due to increased prices, 
but this condition is off-set by the demand from our armed forces, 


The week of August 3 to 8, 1942, inclusive, was one of the busiest in over 25 years 
at Gloucester, according to the Service's representatives in that area, The rosefish fishery 
which has had such a phenomenal development since 1935, accounted for the bulk of the catch, 
In a total of 46 trips, 3,821,000 pounds were landed, valued at $124,182, The 14 rosefish 
processing plants at Gloucester were nearly all forced to work overtime, In addition to 
rosefish, these same Gloucester firms handled 50 trips of whiting with a total of about 
1,000,000 pounds, 


A fleet of 53 rosefish vessels, 37 whiting vessels, and 20 mackerel seiners is operating 
out of Gloucester this year, In June, this fleet landed 10,378,000 pounds of rosefish, 
3,716,000 pounds of whiting, and 1,475,000 pounds of mackerel, In July, the landings in- 
creased to 14,715,000 pounds of rosefish, 4,537,000 pounds of whiting, and 1,939,000 pounds 
of mackerel, 


On Cape Cod, there is a large reduction in the number of men and boats engaged in the 
scallop and clam industry, These fishermen have not been able to make as much money as 
have those engaged on the draggers, and many of them have accepted jobs on war projects, 
At Provincetown, dragging for whiting is very profitable, and every dragger is working to 
the limit, Prices for this fish are very good, and the members of the crews have been sharing 
better than $100 per week per man, At New Bedford, the yellowtail fleet is doing well; 
prices for this fish are good, and the demand is excellent, 


In general, those engaged in hand-line fishing and jig fishing along the coast are 
doing very well, and more are engaged in this type of fishing now than two years ago, 


In New Hampshire, there is very little activity in the industry outside of lobster 
trapping, The number of men engaged in catching lobsters was reduced considerably some 
months ago, This reduced the catch and caused an advance in price, Many who had formerly 
been engaged in lobster fishing, but who stopped to accept work in war projects, have now 
returned to trapping at odd times, They do this in order to get the extra revenue, but 
still continue their work on war projects, 
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FISHERIES OF RHODE ISLAND AND CONNECTICUT 


Fishing operations in these two States have been considerably hampered by the unprece- 
dented activity of war industries coupled with the loss of many men of draft age to the 
service, according to the Service's marketing agent for that area, This is especially true 
with respect to the Narragansett Bay area and around Newport, The draft boards in most 
cases gave a six month deferment, 


Several of the larger producers, in order to carry on, are using inexperienced boys 
under the draft age and older men, In this particular section, production has been cut 
at least 50 percent, especially among trap netters and the lobster fishermen, According 
to the Assistant Fish and Game Commissioner of Rhode Island, licenses issued to lobstermen 
are about half that of normal years, Prices are generally fair to both the trap-netters 
and the lobster fishermen, 


The otter-trawl fishermen around Point Judith, Stonington, and New London are doing 
very well, with prices better than usual, Their catches consist mostly of scup and yellow- 
tails with some whiting mixed in, Loss of labor in these sections is not serious as yet, 
although there is expectation that it may be later, 


All of the oyster producers were prepared for a normal season, They had planted shells 
and dragged for starfish--plentiful this year--expecting to be ready when the season opened 
September 1, 


FISHERIES OF NEW JERSEY 


The most pressing problem which confronts the industry at the present time is how to 
obtain sufficient quotas of skilled and trained fishermen, especially for the pound net 
industry, Selective Service and war industries have removed so many men from the ranks 
that the fishing effort has been reduced to a minimum in most areas in northern New Jersey, 
and there seems to be little doubt that further reductions in men will seriously cripple the 
industry, according to the Service's marketing agent for that area, 


Practically all crews are short from three to four men at present, and most pound oper- 
ators are uncertain whether or not the present deferments, which extend to February of next 
year, will be continued after that date, Fishermen who may be removed from the industry 
or who have already been removed from it, could be replaced by hiring hands from the Sea- 
men's Y.M,C,A, and similar institutions and organizations in New York City if such men could 
be released to the industry, There appears to be little likelihood of such releases, how- 
ever, since these trained men are required for convoy duty, 


All commercially important species appear to be considerably less abundant in pound- 
net catches at present than during August 1941, As a result of this scarcity, prices are 
from one to two cents higher per pound than they were during the previous year, 


Lobsters are fairly plentiful at an average price of from 22 to 25 cents per pound, 
with little change apparent from the same period a year ago, 


The intensity of the gill-net fisheries in the ocean off northern New Jersey has been 
reduced to a minimum because of the absorption of a large majority of gill-netters by war 
industries, 


In the Sandy Hook Bay area, pound-net catches are relatively small, with prices corre- 
spondingly higher than during 1941. 


Soft clams are plentiful in the Manasquan and Shark River areas, and little change is 
noted either in production or in wholesale prices over a like period in 1941; retail prices, 
however, are said to be about 8 percent higher than during the previous year, 


Hard clams show no apparent changes in abundance, wholesdle price or retail price from 
the previous year, 





Sea bass taken by fish pots in the Shark River area are a little less abundant than 
during the 1941 season, with prices relatively higher, 
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FISHERIES OF DELAWARE 


As far as menhaden catches are concerned, the 1942 season has averaged about fair, 
and price ceilings on menhaden meal apparently have had little effect on production, according 
to the Service marketing agent in that area, 


Production has been curtailed considerably through taking over vessels by the Govern- 
ment, scarcity of fish, andlack of fishermen, Most vessels are operating with reduced crews, 
When fishing is poor, crews suffer financially, turnover and loss of skilled employees is 
abnormally high, All hands on vessels are paid on a share basis; at one Delaware plant, the 
present rate of pay is $1.66 per thousand fish and men are paid this amount just for remain- 
ing on the vessels, Those who are dissatisfied with this rate of pay and who resign after 
a few trips receive only this stated amount; those who continue working receive approximately 
$1.92 per thousand fish, Full crews for seven vessels are required for normal operations 
at each plant, 


About 15 percent of the normal crews at one Delaware plant have already been drafted, 
and the percentage increases each month, The percentage of employees gone into defense 
work is relatively quite small, Labor still remains the greatest problem facing menhaden 
plants at present; factory hands can be replaced rather easily, but diesel engineers and 
skilled fishermen cannot, 


Labor costs will probably determine whether the oyster industry (especially the shucking 
phase) can be carried on normally. As far as producers of shell oysters are concerned, 
they say that any price less than $1 per bushel would permit no profit to be realized; all 
operators of dredging vessels agree that the price of shell oysters of good quality ‘should 
be between $1,25 and $1.50 during the fall season of 1942. 


Recent legislation prohibits the dredging of crabs in Delaware waters in Delaware Bay, 
This apparently has caused economic adjustments to be made by dredgers who relied upon this 
winter fishery for a livelihood, Many such workers have accepted temporary employment in 
war industry plants, 


BOSTON LANDINGS DOWN IN JULY 


An average price of $6.58 per hundred pounds was paid for the 17,055,000 pounds of 
fish and shellfish landed during July at the Boston Fish Pier and sold through the New England 
Fish Exchange, 


These figures show a decrease in volume of 3,131,000 pounds, but an increase in average 
price of $0.30 per hundredweight, compared with the previous month, according to the report 
from the Boston Fishery Market News office, 


Compared with the catch for the corresponding period last year, the figures show a 
drop of 10,654,000 pounds in volume and an increase of $2.79 in the average price, 


The July 1942 catch was worth about $1,122,000 to the fishermen; for July '41, about 
$1,050,000, 


Offshore vessels brought in 14,156,000 pounds of the total, at an average price of 
$6.87 per hundredweight; inshore craft landed about 2,899,000 pounds bringing $5.15. 


From offshore vessels, drawn and round scrod haddock, drawn haddock, round mackerel, 
and drawn market cod were the most abundant species during July, For inshore craft, the 
leader was dressed, round, and steak whiting; followed by round yellowtails, drawn haddock, dram 
and round scrod haddock, and drawn market cod, 


Dressed swordfish brought the month's highest average--from offshore landings--at $35.06; 
shucked sea scallops--offshore--at $32.70, was second; and drawn halibut--inshore--third, 
at $30.00, 
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NEW ENGLAND VESSELS LAND OVER 41 MILLION POUNDS DURING JUNE 


Landings by fishing vessels at the ports of Boston and Gloucester, Massachusetts, and 
Portland, Maine, during June totaled 41,230,807 pounds, valued at $1,951,536--the largest 
month to date for 1942 both with respect to quantity and value--representing an increase 
of 1 percent in amount landed and9 percent in value received as compared with May, Compared 
with June 1941, when 48,461,283 pounds were received, it was a decrease of 15 percent in 
landings but an increase of 49 percent in value, Catches of cod, haddock, pollock and rose- 
fish show considerable decline while heavier deliveries of mackerel and whiting were reported, 


The total landings for the first six months of 1942, which totaled 158,935,109 pounds, 
were 29 percent less than for the same period last year, The major portion of this decline 
may be accounted for by the decreases registered in cod, haddock and rosefish landings, 


During June, 249 vessels of 5 net tons or over made 1,271 trips and were absent from 
port a total of 4,369 days, The over-all weighted average price per pound for the month 
averaged. 4,73 cents as compared with 4.37 during May and 2,70 for June 1941, while that 
for the six months of 1942 was 4.57 as compared with 3.04 for the same period last year, 


Included in the June landings were 19,392,820 pounds at Boston, 18,570,690 pounds at 
Gloucester, and 3,267,297 pounds at Portland, It may be noted that the landings at Gloucester 
were almost as large as those at Boston, In this connection, it is also of interest to 
observe the gradual decrease in the ratios of landings at the two ports in the past 53 years 
as evidenced by the following comparison: 


1937 Boston exceeding Gloucester 7 toil 
1938 " " n 5 to i 
1939 " " n 4 tol 
1940 " " " 23 tol 
1941 " " " 2 tol 
(first 6 mos.) 1942 " " n 2 tol 


Landings by Fishing Vessels at Boston and Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Me. 














Species June 1942 May 1942 June 19g) 84 months ending with-- 
Pounds Cents” Pounds Cents” Pounds Cents* Pounds  Cents® Pounds Cents’ 
Cod 3,077,961 6.70 8,934,777 5.17 8,757,216 2.86 29,497,374 5-11 47,458,549 3.04 
Haddock Ry ted 6.60 ae 5.66 15,476,650 3.36 57. ay 5.84 cr 3.71 
Hake 329,049 4. 353.955 5.24 313, 2. ‘ 5.02 1,22, 4.07 
-" paw 35 aay Re “ispage 27 “3.28 46 2104590 3.21 
Halibut 2, 3 17. * 15. * 668 "16 ; 17. : 1 78 
ler 3.298 Sot site S3b x.o08195 Sw adie bie 59h 
0" Tst 
Gray sole 181 ,032 5-67 276,302 5.17 226,480 5.05 1,340,589 5.34 2,700,044 ° 4.61 
Lemon sole 196, 7. pet 5.31 511,145 4.97 :017 7.07 1,399,907 5.74 
Yellowtail - . 260, 3-66 288,410 2.41 1,568,222 3.51 2,073,385 2.10 
Blackback 160,975 4.83 24). 590 3.56 136,125 2.92 545,185 4% 505,110 3.69 
Dab 531,612 3.80 346,786 3.35 552,734 2.63 1,325,461 3. 1,783,245 2.60 
Other - - 165 2.42 5,200 2.40 1,35 4.2 »870 2. 
Swordfish - - - - op O-% - - 590 43. 
Rosefish 13,014,297 2.65 12,588,996 2.20 14,343,782 1.80 45,821,481 2.52 65,605,590 2.10 
Tuna - - 3.350 5.73 - ~ ° 5.73 - - 
Whiting 6.492.787 3.85 es 13 4.32 4,239,311 1.80 7,264,037 3.90 4,814, 1.90 
Wlffish 66, 5.1 ‘ 8 3.70 120,831 2.8% 800, 4 1 83, 51 
Scallops (meats) 55.238 27.47 78,436 25.50 174,295 17.12 262,076 28.44 615, 804 17.42 
Other, fresh 19,158 - 2,963 < 10,82 - 42,176 3.31 35. - 
Total 41,230,807 4.73 40,903,024 4.37 48,461,283 2.70 158,935,109 4.57 224,310,409 3.04 





“Weighted average of prices per" pound paid to fishermen. 








22 FISHERY MARKET NEWS Vol. 4, No, 8 


FISHERIES OF THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AREA 


Despite wartime conditions, the fisheries of the South Atlantic are at present running 
along at almost normal rate, according to the Service's agent in the South Atlantic area, 
Spring and early summer months are slack seasons; thus, any curtailment of the industry 
during such a season would not be appreciably reflected, With the beginning of the shrimp 
season, however, and the coming fall fishing season, the war's effect will be felt more 
directly unless both fishermen and dealers make considerable adjustment to many of the new 
regulations, This will, of course, be done as far as possible since already they have 
shown versatility in overcoming almost unsurmountable obstacles, 


Prices of most fish caught in this area are well within range of 1941-42 highs, With 
a fair catch, the total earnings of fishermen should be enough to compensate for increased 
costs and loss of vessels and crews, When the tire situation gets acute, however, trans- 
portation to the market centers will be another big problem, since the railroads are already 
loaded to capacity and fresh fish shipments cannot wait for a later train, 


Building of fishing vessels is practically at a standstill except in the shrimp indus- 
try where vessels are rapidly being taken over by the armed forces, 


It is probable that the fisheries of 1942 will not reflect true trends of the industry, 
since it is abnormal in many phases--even the heat has broken all available records in many 
communities along the South Atlantic and West Coast of Florida, .If the industry can weather 
the balance of 1942, 1943 should be easy, 


FISHERIES OF THE GULF 


During the latter part of March, a large run of shrimp showed up along the coastline 
north of Port Isabel, Texas, and held up until the middle of June with almost all boats 
making large catches, according to the Service's marketing agent in that area, Even boats 
ordinarily used as party fishing were converted to trawling gear and were highly successful, 


Most of these shrimp were sold at Aransas Pass, Texas, for freezing, Elsewhere along 
the Texas Coast fishing operations were greatly hampered by wartime restrictions, lack of 
hardware supplies, and shortages of crews, In general, fishing operations in Texas are 
about 70 percent of normal, 


Importations of fish from Mexico continued to hold up well, with Mexico supplying a 
large part of the trout, rosefish, and drum consumed in Texas, 


The loss in fishing personnel in Louisiana was less, and fishing operations were about 
90 percent of normal here, 


Some crab plants inside New Orleans have experienced difficulty in getting pickers; 
they have had to limit their crabbers to a certain number of baskets of crabs per week, 
One dealer indicated that the labor situation, with regard to headers and pickers, might 
become very acute when the fall run of shrimp appears, Otherwise, it would seem that pro- 
duction will be nearly normal, 


At Morgan City, shrimp is now (end of July) selling for $18 per barrel, andmost fishermen 
were making more money than they ever had before, The result was that almost all are remain- 
ing at their jobs, 


Reports from the Conservation Department of Louisiana tell of very high death rates 
on the oyster beds, A number of plans have been advanced to reduce this, but so far none 
has been put into operation, 


Florida has been hit by wer conditions probably more than any other Gulf State, Since 
no fishing is allowed at night, the mullet have been arriving in rather poor condition, 
Most of the fishermen have always fished for mullet at night and carry very little ice, 
Now, however, they ere forced to carry ice and fish in the daytime, thus cutting down on 
both the size and quality of the catch, 
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Inland Georgia and Alabama, where most mullet are consumed, have not taken very many 
this year, Virginia croakers may have made definite inroads on this trade, Generally, 
fishermen have been receiving 5$ cents; in several instances, however, groups have received 
less because of a contract to take large quantities, The market has been weak from the 
beginning, with a local price competition angle involved, 


Snapper fishing has been unusually poor, One firm in Pensacola has half of its vessels 
tied up for a lack of crews, and the other half is operated on a part-time basis, Elsewhere, 
crews have gone into higher paying war jobs and, in general, fishing operations in Florida 
have been drestically curtailed, 


GULF SHRIVP CATCH OFF 50 PERCENT IN JULY 


During July, 11,008 barrels of shrimp were landed at the principal production points 
in Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, according to figures supplied the New Orleans 
Fishery Market News office, This figure was 11,012 barrels under the June total, Harvested 
during July, also, and sold fresh, were 2,913 barrels of oysters, 


Additional fishery products include hard crabs (2,694,226 pounds); fresh-cooked crab 
meat (255,854 pounds); soft crabs (3,637 dozen); other shellfish, mainly processed crab 
meat, 39,320 pounds, 


Salt-water fish landings, mainly red snapper, mullet, and spotted sea trout, amounted 
to 518,440 pounds--an increase of 84,490 pounds over the June figure, Fresh-water fish 
landings, mainly catfish, totaled 49,430 pounds--an increase of 13,240 pounds over June, 


For the first seven months of the current year, compared with the same period in 1941, 
the summary is as follows: 





Classification 1942 1941 Percent 
Shrimp Bbls, 111,405 105,671 + 5 
Oysters " 701 ,637 705,115 

Hard crabs Lbs, 8,445,272 9,003 ,020 - 6 
Soft crabs Doz, 21,816 15,285 +43 
Crab meat Lbs, 841,799 837,445 +1 
Other shellfish " 220,900 136,370 +62 
Salt-water fish " 3,345,140 2,697,365 +24 
Fresh-water fish " 312,945 622,050 -50 


SEATTLE LANDINGS UP 7 PERCENT IN JUNE 


During June, the United States halibut fleet landed 3,368,000 pounds of fishery products 
at Seattle worth $548,000, according to figures from the Service's Seattle Fishery Market 
News office, Leading species landed in June of this year was 3,054,000 pounds of dressed 
halibut, valued at $526,000. 


Compared with June 1941, the 1942 figures represent increases of 7 percent in volume 
and 51 percent in value, 


For the first six months of this year, halibut fleet landings of all species at Seattle 
totaled 9,258,000 pounds, worth $1,293,000. For the same period in 1941, landings amounted 
to 10,747,000 pounds, worth $1,122,000, indicating only slight differences in volume and 
value, 


Miscellaneous local receipts, by Seattle wholesale dealers, exclusive of the halibut 
fleet and fish received from Alaska and Canada, totaled 4,602,000 pounds, valued at $412,000. 
Compared with receipts received during June last year, this represents an increase of 34 
percent in volume, and about 73 percent in value, 


Additional receipts by Seattle wholesale dealers show a total, for fresh and frozen 
fish and shellfish, of 1,011,000 pounds for June 1942, 4s against 1,042, 000 pounds for June 
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of last year, Totals for the first six months of this and last year were 6,597,000 and 
7,688,000 pounds, 


Fresh and frozen halibut and salmon receipts by wholesale dealers show 4,,96/,,000 compared 
with 5,036,000 pounds, in June '42 and '41, respectively; with a '42 decrease of 3,183,000 
pounds for the first six months' totals, Alaska troll salmon receipts, about even with 
June last year, stood at 2,822,000 pounds, 


FISHERIES OF WASHINGTON 


During the week ending August 8, 1942, the Northwest pilchard season came to a close 
and the vessels engaged in this fishery off Washington and Oregon departed for California 
to engage in the fishery in that State, according to the Service's Seattle Fishery Market 
News office, This season was practically a complete failure in the Northwest, since less 
than 500 tons were delivered to reduction plants in the Grays Harbor area and approximately 
2,000 tons to Columbia River plants, Extremely lean fish and poor fishing conditions con- 
tributed to this failure during the current season, 


CHICAGO WHOLESALE RECEIPTS UNDER 5 MILLION POUNDS IN JULY 


About 4,811,000 pounds of fresh and frozen fishery products were received in Chicago 
on the wholesale market during July, according to the local Fishery Market News office, 
Compared with receipts of 5,876,000 pounds in June, this represents a decrease of 18 percent, 
The 10 percent decline in fresh-water fish and the 40 percent decline in shellfish and miscel- 
laneous receipts were seasonal, but thel9 percent decrease in receipts of salt-water species 
was greater than normal, due probably to diminished trawler activities on the Atlantic Coast, 


Of the total receipts, 70 percent was taken in domestic waters and 30 percent--including 
the catch taken by United States vessels and shipped through Canada to the United States 
in bond--was imported, 


Receipts of Fishery Products at Chicago 
July 1942 compared 7 months 7 mos. 1942 com 











Iten duly wits JenJul pared with 12 months 
1942 ‘une uly 1942 j 7 mos. 1941 1941 
Classification: Pounds Percent Percent  Pounis Percent Pounds 
Fresh-water fish 2,490,000 - 10 + 12 2,830,000 ° 33,399,000 
Selt-water fish 1,757,000 -19 - 16 11,973,000 + 5 24.000 
Shellfish, etc. ,000 - 40 - 6 5,047,000 + 2 10, 606,000 
Total receipts 4,811,000 - 18 - 2 37,851,000 *s 65,569,000 
Leading items:** 
Carp 211,000 ey. @ M4 1,430,000 +18 1, 888,000 
Leake trout 564,000 ae. 3,614,000 + 8 5,816,000 
Sheepshead ig -52 + $8 1,337,000 + 75 1,040,000 
Halibut » 000 - 2] + 1 re capo +10 8,426,000 
Rosefish fillets 302,000 - 32 - & 2, 366,000 -1l1 4,511,000 
Shrimp 419,000 - 45 + B 3,432,000 + 10 7,026,000 
Leading sources: 
Wisconsin 818,000 4 <2 5+ 064,000 « 2 8,639,000 
Massachusetts 618,000 -a - 44 4,578, 000 - 6 9,016,000 
Michigan 562,000 - 44 . 2 5,030,000 + 3 6,120,000 
Louisiana 32] ,000 ? 43 ~ 1 2, 393,000 * 12 4,406,000 
Ohio 244,000 + 3 = 34 1,423,000 * 1 2,179,000 
Domestic total 3.351 ,000 - 22 - 26,087,000 , 872,000 
Imported total 1,459,000 ad g + big : 3 Go 
Truck we 1,609,000 27 ~ ~=14,379,000 000 
Express 1,987,000 i + 2 10,171,000 510 ie "000 
Freight 1,216,000 - 9 + 11 = 13,301,000 + 3 24,163,900 








"Yess than § percent increase. 
**Includes fresh and frozen. 
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ORDER M-206 CONCERNING PILCHARD LANDINGS 


Contracts or agreements between fishing vessel operators and canners or other processors 
of pilchards (sardines) which limit the amountof pilchard that may be caught were prohibited, 
beginning September 1, under Conservation Order M-206 issued August 18 by the War Production 
Board, "Limits" provisions in contracts or agreements previously entered into became in- 
effective beginning September 1, ? 


The purpose of the Order is to assure maximum utilization of the part of the fishing 
fleet not taken over by the Navy, 


In California, it is customary for a canner or processor of oil or meal to contract 
with vessel owners in advance of the season for the purchase of their entire catch, Some- 
times, these contracts contain a "limits" provision requiring the fisherman not to bring 
more fish to their plants than they can handle, Such contracts would prevent fishermen 
from loading their vessels to maximum capacity, and thus would hold down pilchard landings, 


The Order provides: 


(a) Definitions, For the purposes of this Order: 


(1) "Delivery" means the transfer of pilchard to a processing plant, for 
canning or reduction, or to a place of storage, whether or not the same person owns or con- 
trols the vessel from which it is transferred, the plant, or the fish, 


(2) "Pilchard" means raw, unprocessed pilchard (Sardinia caerulea), by what- 
ever name known, including sardines, 


(b) Restrictions on delivery, Unless authorized by the Director General for Oper- 
ations, on and after September 1, 1942: 


(1) No contract or agreement shall be entered into or carried out which directly 
or indirectly operates to place "limits" on the amount of pilchard which may be caught by 
any fishing vessel nor the frequency with which any pilchard fishing vessel shall leave 
port for or return from the fishing grounds, 


(2) No fishing vessel with a cargo of pilchard aboard shall remain, or be 
required to remain, for more than 12 hours at a processing plant for unloading, 


(3) No processing plant shall accept delivery of more pilchard than can be 
processed, by canning or reduction, in such plant within 48 hours after receipt of such 
pilchard, 


Beginning September 1, no vessel operator may make delivery of any pilchard unless he 
files a statement with the War Production Board certifying that he has not entered into any 
agreement which would limit his catch, or if he has done so, that such limits are not now 
effective, 


Likewise, no canner or other processor of pilchard may accept delivery of any pilchards 
unless he files a similar statement that he has not entered into any agreement which would 
cause a limit to be placed on the catch of any vessel, orif he has done so, that such limits 
are not now effective, The certifications are to be filed at the Food Branch, War Pro= 
duction Board, 1355 Market Street, San Francisco, California, 


All persons affected by the Order shall keep and preserve for not less than two years 
accurate and complete records concerning inventories, purchases, production and sales, 


During the 1941-42 season (August 1 to February 28) about 315 vessels were employed 
in pilchard fishing, Their catch was approximately 613,000 tons, which produced five million 
cases of sardines, 18,200,000 gallons of sardine oil, and 92,000 tons of sardine meal, 


At present, there are 175 vessels in the fleet, 14,0 having been taken over by the Navy, 
Those taken by the Navy produced 58 percent of the catch in the 1941-42 season, 
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In the 1941-42 season, these 175 vessels produced about 260,000 tons of pilchard, which 
made 2,100,000 cases of sardines, 7,900,000 gallons of oil, and 40,000 tons of meal, M-206 
is designed to increase the catch of these vessels to about 390,000 tons of pilchard, which 
would produce 3,200,000 cases of sardines, 9,300,000 gallons of oil, and 56,000 tons of 
meal, 


FROZEN FISH TRADE 


Stocks of Frozen Fishery Products Show Gain 


Holdings of frozenfishery products in cold-storage plants in the United States and Alaska 
on July 15, 1942 amounted to 81,346,000 pounds, according to data furnished by the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service of the Department of Agriculture, This represented an increase 
of 11 percent compared with holdings on the corresponding date one year ago, 28 percent 
compared with the previous month, and 27 percent compared with the average of holdings on 
July 15 for the past five years, Important items which showed marked increases in holdings 
as compared with a year ago were mackerel, sablefish, haddock fillets, whiting, shrimp, 
blue pike and sauger, and lake herring, Items showing large decreases were rosefish fillets, 
smelt and whitefish, The four leading items--halibut, whiting, haddock fillets and mackerel-- 
account for 42 percent of the total holdings, 


Holdings of mild-cured salmon and cured herring, although greater than on June 15, 
1942, were less than those of one year ago and the 5-year average, 


Hold s of Fishery Products in the United States 
July 15 compared with 

















July 15 Fine is July 1 "av, June 15 July 15 5-yr. av, 
arise 192 “igo” daa suay 15 192 1g Tuy 15 
Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fish and 
shellfish: 

Total holdings 81,346,000 + 28 +11 + 27 63,411,000 73,432,000 64,296,000 

Important items: 
Croakers 2,548,000 + 34 + 8 + 25 1,905,000 2,370,000 2,043,000 
Cod fillets 2,812,000 + 2 + 7 +14 2,761,000 2,620,000 2,469,000 
Haddock fillets 7,456,000 + 1, + 2 + &7 6,555,000 6,159,000 5,070,000 
Pollock fillets 594,000 = 25 Oe - 34 788 ,000 574, ,000 905 ,000 
Rosefish fillets 3,549,000 + 19 - 23 + 25 2,990,000 4,610,000 2,846,000 
Halibut 11,381,000 + 41 - 10 + 6 8,096,000 12,599,000 10,763,000 
Mackerel 6,052,000 +189 +142 + @ 2,092,000 2,503,000 3,729,000 
Sablefish 1,427,000 = 10 +154, +162 1,587,000 562,000 541, ,000 
Salmon 2,968,000 + 25 - 1 +19 2,377,000 2,993,000 2,500,000 
Smelt 1,282,000 + 2 - 32 - 1 1,252,000 1,880,000 1,289,000 
Whiting 8,929,000 +144 + 25 + 23 3,654,000 7,122,000 7,231,000 

Blue pike and 
sauger 585,000 - 21 +210 - 8 743 ,000 189 ,000 633,000 
Lake herring 1,094,000 - 6 + 67 + 59 1,163,000 654,,000 688 ,000 
Whitefish 785,000 - 8 - 19 -31 855,000 973,000 1,145,000 

Shrimp 3,880,000 - 10 + Al ’ 4,322,000 2,751,000 x 
Cured fish: 

Herring, cured 16,801,000 + 2 - 14 - 16 16,550,000 19,633,000 20,101,000 
Salmon, mild-cured 4,377,000 + 36 - 8 i 3,217,000 4,742,000 4,730,000 





*Data not available, 
Large Increase Shown in Mackerel Freezings 


A total of 34,085,000 pounds of fish and shellfish were frozen during the month ended 
July 15, 1942, according to data furnished by the Agricultural Marketing Service of the 
Department of Agriculture, This was an increase of 8,626,000 pounds or 34 percent over 
the previous month; and 3,266,000 pounds orll percent over one year ago this date, Freezings 
of mackerel which were approximately 8 times as large as a year ago accounted for a large 
portion of the increase, Large increases were also noted in freezings of scup and whiting, 
Items showing major decreases were croakers, cod, haddock and pollock fillets, and halibut, 
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Freezings of whiting, mackerel, halibut and rosefish fillets accounted for 58 percent of 
the total poundage frozen during the month, 


Freezings of Fishery Products in United States Cold-storage Plants 


























(Fi s are for the month end on the date indicated) 
July 15 ¢ a with 

Item July 15 Tune 15 July 15 5-yr.av, June 15 July 15 5-yr, av. 

1942 1942 1941 July 15 1942 1941 July 15 

Pounds Percent Percent Percent Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 34,085,000 + 34 + ll + 40 25,459,000 30,819,000 24, ,394,,000 

shellfish 
Important items: 
Croakers 606,000 + 13 - hh - 24 537,000 1,073,000 797 ,000 
Cod fillets 569,000 - 12 - 16 - 39 64,3 ,000 679,000 936,000 
Haddock fillets 2,504,000 - 15 -19 + 10 2,954,000 3,098,000 2,269,000 
Pollock fillets 90,000 = 75 - 75 - 79 360,000 354,000 428,000 
Rosefish fillets 3,138,000 + 2 +k + 62 3,090,000 3,018,000 1,938,000 
Halibut 3,715,000 - 29 - 233 ” 5,219,000 4,831 ,000 3,716,000 
Mackerel 4,271,000 +4195 +714 +169 1,448 ,000 525,000 1,585,000 
Salmon 1,107,000 + 8&6 -11 . 7 594,000 1,241,000 1,038,000 
Seup 1,109,000 +469 +210 +4490 195,000 326,000 188,000 
Shad and shad roe 22,000 = 87 - 27 - 2 175,000 30,000 38 ,000 
Whiting 8,674,000 +130 + 23 + 50 3,769,000 7,076,000 5,774,000 
Shrimp 1,391,000 + 40 + 6 ? 995,000 1,315,000 > 





"Data not available, 
**Less than $ percent decrease. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings Continue to Increase 


Frozen fishery products held in cold-storage warehouses in Boston amounted to16,217,000 
pounds on July 29, according to the Service's Market News office inthat city, This represents 
an increase of 4j, percent over a month ago, and 34 percent over July 30, 1941. The most 
notable increases since the previous month and last year were in stocks of mackerel, They 
made up 19 percent of the total holdings at the end of July. 


Boston Cold-storage Holdings 











July 29 compared with 
Item July 29, 1942 Fis 2h, 1942 July 30, 1941 June 24, 1942 July 30, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Total fish and 
shellfish 16,217,000 + Lh + 34 11,253 ,000 12,065,000 
Leading items: 
Fillets: 
Cod 1,149,000 - 6 + 36 1,228 ,000 84,3 ,000 
Haddock 4,334,000 +14 +14 3,786,000 3,786,000 
Rosefish 502 ,000 - 7 + 30 54,1 ,000 386 ,000 
Mackerel 3,158,000 +173 +281 1,158 ,000 829 ,000 
Smelt 14,05 ,000 - 14 - 17 4,73 ,000 64,0, 000 
Shrimp 114,000 - 43 +178 200 ,000 41,000 





New York Cold-storage Holdings Near 8 Million Pounds on July 30 


Frozen fishery products held in New York cold-storage warehouses on July 30 amounted 
to 7,786,000 pounds or about 28 percent greater than holdings at this.time last year and 
30 percent more than a month ago, according to the local Fishery Market News office, Greatest 
gains were shown by whiting in particular, scup (porgy), haddock fillets, and mackerel, 











New York Cold-storage Holdings 


Item July 30, 1942 Yas oe 10a Sale GTS TST | June 25, 1942 July 31, 194 








Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 

Total fish and 
shellfish 7,786,000 + 30 + 28 6,009,000 6,079,000 

Leading items: 
Butterfish 310,000 * 7 - 6 290,000 328 ,000 
Haddock fillets 321 ,000 + 66 +136 193 ,000 136,000 
Mackerel 84,7 ,000 + 78 + 68 476 ,000 503 ,000 
Scup (Porgy) 380,000 + 2h +153 305 ,000 150,000 
Whiting 772,000 +156 +1106 301 ,000 64,000 
Whitefish 382 ,000 + 40 +12 273,000 341 ,000 
Scallops 289 ,000 + 36 0 212,000 290,000 
Shrimp 31,6 , 000 + 8 + 90 319,000 182,000 





Chicago Cold-storage Holdings in July Slightly Below June 


Frozen fishery products held in Chicago cold-storage warehouses on July 30 decreased 
6 percent below holdings a month ago but remained 28 percent above those for July 31, 1941, 
according to the Fishery Market News office in that city, 


Greatest increases over the previous year were in stocks of blue pike and sauger, lake 
herring, tullibee, and haddock fillets, 


Chicago Cold-storage Holdings 








Item July 30, 1 _July 30 compared with  § June 25, 1942 July 31, 1 
y 30, 1942 Fane 25, 1912 July 31, 1911 5, 1942 y 31, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 


Total fish and 
shellfish 1, ,602 ,000 - 6 + 28 4,893 ,000 3 1599 ,000 
Leading items: 
Blue pike and 


sauger 217 ,000 -34 +343 331 ,000 49 ,000 
Lake herring 172,000 -37 +123 271 ,000 77,000 
Tullibee 24,1 ,000 +k + 73 232 ,000 139,000 
Whitefish 334,000 - 3 + 22 344, ,000 274,000 
Haddock fillets 279 ,000 +13 + 70 246,000 164,000 
Halibut 283,000 -18 -17 34,3 ,000 341 ,000 
Shrimp 476,00C =25 + 31 632,000 362,000 





Canadian Stocks of Halibut and Sea Herring Increase 


Canadian cold-storage plants held 30,553,000 pounds of frozen fresh fish and 1,428,000 
pounds of frozen smoked fish on August 1, 1942, according to preliminary data released by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This was a decrease of 2 percent in holdings of frozen 
fresh fish as compared with August 1, 1941, but an increase of 19 percent over that held 
on July 1, 1942, Frozen smoked fish stocks, however, were 60 percent below the holdings 
of August 1, 1941. Compared with the same date the previous year, substantial gains were 
reported in the holdings of whole cod, sea herring and halibut, while marked declines were 
shown for cod fillets, salmon, mackerel, tullibee and whitefish, Holdings of all important 
items of frozen smoked fish were considerably below those of a year ago, 
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Canadian Cold-storage Holdings 


























le d with 
Item Aug. 1, 1942 Tuly 1, 1942 Aug, 1, 1941 July 1, 1942 Ang. 1, 1941 
Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Total holdings 30,553,000 +19 - 2 25,694,000 31,201,000 
Important items: 
Cod: 
Whole 971 ,000 +19 +117 814,000 448 ,000 
Fillets 2,189,000 -19 - 22 2,718 ,000 2,789 ,000 
Salmon 1,938,000 +11 - 36 1,747 ,000 3,043,000 
Sea herring 9,461 ,000 + 50 + 23 6,319,000 7,706,000 
Halibut 8 ,318 ,000 + 40 + 10 5934, 000 7,559,000 
Mackerel 2,035,000 - 7 - 16 2,187 ,000 2,409,000 
Whitefish 1,443,000 6 - 38 1,442,000 2,341,000 
Tullibee 556 ,000 - 13 - 13 64,2 ,000 64,0 ,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total holdings 1,428 ,000 ee - 60 1,334,000 3,541 ,000 
Important items: 
Finnan haddie 98 ,000 - 36 - 75 152,000 390,000 
Fillets: 
Cod, shaddock, etc, 853,000 - 13 - 63 981 ,000 2,330,000 
Sea herring kippers 439,000 +233 - 34 132,000 664, ,000 





"Less than $ percent increase, 


Canadian Freezings of Fresh Fishery Products Decline in July 


Canadian cold-storage plants froze 11,593,000 pounds of fresh fish and 1,049,000 pounds 
of smoked fish during July, according to preliminary data released by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, Compared with July1941, this was al2 percent decrease in fresh fish freezings 
but @ 3 percent increase in the volume of smoked fish frozen, Freezings of cod and haddock 
fillets, salmon, halibut and mackerel showed considerable declines as compared with the same 
period of last year, The only important item frozen in greater volume than in July 1941 
was whole cod which showed an increase of 69 percent, 


Freezings of Fishery Products in Canadian Cold-storage Plants 


Item July July compared with June July 
1942 June 1942 July 1941 1942 1941 


























Pounds Percent Percent Pounds Pounds 
Frozen fresh fish 
Total freezings 11,593,000 - 9 - 12 12,682,000 13,185,000 
Important items: 
Cod: 
Whole 252,000 - 20 + 69 315,000 149,000 
Fillets 699 ,000 - 71 - 7h 2,420,000 2,712,000 
Haddock fillets 199,000 - 72 - 32 706,000 293,000 
Salmon 680 ,000 + 13 2 604,000 1,474,000 
Sea herring 3,257 ,000 +499 » 544, ,000 3,254,000 
Halibut 628 ,000 - 83 - 73 3,780,000 2,343,000 
Mackerel 358 ,000 - 85 - 68 2,357,000 1,136,000 
Frozen smoked fish 
Total freezings 1,049 ,000 + 27 + 3 828,000 1,019,000 


Important items: 
Fillets: Cod, haddock, etc, 339,000 - 47 636,000 384, ,000 
Sea herring kippers 328 ,000 +390 - 43 67 ,000 572,000 


"Less than @ percent increase, 
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CANNED FISH TRADE 


Canning of Shrimp Negligible in July 


Information on the pack of canned shrimp by canning plants operated in July has not 
been published by the Service's New Orleans Market News office because a sufficient number 
of plants did not operate during that period, 


The total amount of tin allocated for canned shrimp during 1942 is equal to 100 percent 
of the amount used for this purpose in 1940, This restricts the maximum pack to slightly 
less than one million standard cases (old standard), After present supplies of other sizes 
of cans are used up, only No, 1 picnic and No, 5 cans will be packed, The fill of the No, 1 
can will be increased from 5 ounces drained weight in the dry pack to 65 ounces, and from 
52 ounces in the wet pack to 7 ounces, ‘Since the old standards are only 77 percent and 
82 percent, respectively, of the new standards, consumers will receive in the same size 
cans 30 percent more dry pack shrimp and about 22 percent more wet pack shrimp, The fill 
of the No, 5 can will be increased fram 32 ounces in the wet pack to 38 ounces, The weights 
of the other sizes of cans will be increased proportionately, 


Price ceilings based on heavier cans have not been announced at the present time, There 
were not enough sales made by August 1 to establish market prices for new pack shrimp, Most 
packers report that they have no old stock to offer and are not quoting prices on new stock 
as the fill of the cans will be increased when the new season opens, 


California Sardine Season Opens 


During the week ended August 13, 6,411 tons of sardines were landed at plants in the 
Northern and Central Districts of California, and 21,695 cases of canned sardines produced, 
according to estimated figures of the California Sardine Products Institute and the State 
Division of Fish and Game, As compared to the same period last year, there was 4 decrease 
in landings of 53 percent but a gain in cases packed of 19 percent, This would indicate 
that a much higher percentage of the catch is being canned, 


A price dispute between fishing vessel operators and packers held up landings for the 
first week in August at the beginning of the season, A price of $22.00 per ton finally 
was agreed upon, 


California Tuna Pack 42 percent Below Last Year 


The California pack of canned tuna during the first six months of 1942 totaled 532,159 
standard cases, according to data released by the California Division of Fish and Game, 
This was a decline of 42 percent compared with the corresponding period during 19/41. How- 
ever, the June production of 207,568 cases was only 3 percent less than the same month during 
1941 and was 22 percent above the pack of May 1942, The June pack represents 39 percent 
of the total production for the first six months of 1942. 


The pack of canned mackerel also continued below last year, The total pack of 121,591 
standard cases during the first six months of 1942 was a decrease of 32 percent below the 
1941 production, 


On August 12, the price for albacore tuna was $398 a ton, 
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California Pack of Tuna and Mackerel--Standard Casest/ 

















them June May June Six mos, end with June 
1942 1942 1941 1942 9 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Tuna: 
Albacore - - 2,621 399 5,670 
Bonito 4,780 1,589 71h 10,816 8,504 
Bluefin 90,563 64,418 25,109 155,024 73 »262 
Striped 16,098 12,844 31 ,890 45 54,05 127 ,024 
Yellowfin 70,408 80,223 126,727 266,523 596,876 
Yellowtail 10,139 4,298 3,124 18,516 9,348 
Flekes 12,223 5,334 18,376 30,902 88 ,293 
Tonno style 3,357 1,217 5 243 4,574 16,207 
Total 207 , 568 169,923 213 ,804 532,159 925,184 
Mackerel 14,151 425 : 121,591 177,926 __ 





1/ Standard cases of tuna represent cases of 48 7-ounce cans while those of mackerel 
represent cases of 48 l-pound cans, 


Alaska Salmon Pack Below '4) 


On August 15, the Alaska salmon pack totaled about 3,592,000 standard cases, as compared 
with about 5,555,000 cases by August 16 last year, The 5-year average (1937-41) on a compa- 
rable date was:about 5,229,000 cases, according to the Alaska Division of the Fish and Wild- 
life Service, in an incomplete, preliminary summary, 


Of the total pack, 876,000 cases were red salmon, mostly from Bristol Bay; 1,816,000 
cases of pink; 686,000, chum; 174,000, coho; and 41,000, king, 


British Columbia and Puget Sound Salmon Packs Lag 


British Columbia's1942 salmon pack to Augustl1 stood at 301,469 standard cases, according 
to the Chief Supervisor of Fisheries in Vancouver, This compared with 471,947 cases to 
August 2, last year, Declines were noted in all species, except pink salmon, with the present 
pack at 178,394 cases for sockeye; 8,820 for king; 50,556 for silver; 53,667 for pink salmon, 
and 10,032 for chum salmon, 


On August 1, the pack of all species of salmon on Puget Sound was reported as 12,516 
standard cases by the Washington Department of Fisheries, This compares with a total pack 
of 92,650t cases as of August 2, 194). 


The current pack of 8,460 cases of sockeye compares with 2,588$ cases on a comparable 
date in 1938, a previous cycle year; and the silver pack, of 3,381% cases, compares with 
5,495s cases in the previous cycle year of 1939 on a comparable date, 
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FISHERY TRADE. INDICATORS 
(Expressed in Thousands of Pounds) 
Item Month Latest month S"Yser ago Previous month 
FRESH FISH LANDINGS 
Boston, Mass, @eeeeeaeeeeeoeeoe eee ee ee eee June 19,393 29 ,948 25,540 
Gloucester, Mass, eeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeee do 18,571 15,250 13,358 
Portland, BANG, a cccdcccscecosocescevece do 3,267 3,263 ‘2,005 
Boston, Gloucester, and Portland: 
Dts ote oe dWbbeeeh ee cbeeocereene do 3,078 8,757 8,935 
Dn cacetbasecseeusesceeesceoeaeee do 12,669 15,477 13,299 
ES Ey Fa ae ee Oe pe Be do 642 1,202 1,382 
EE BL a sss CSRS 6 db65 0606.86 KéC eT OCe do 13,014 14,344 12,589 
FISH RECEIPTS, CHI 
Salt-water Ded rentbéaseseeeeeeeceue do 2,175 1,753 1,470 
Fresh-water a al alan eae ae eae hs do 2,763 2,193 2,575 
BOR ISSMM, GUO, ccccccsececevcccercces! OO 938 961 748 
By ch +6d0'00nbe6oese6bene 04.0640%0 do 2,123 2,112 2,021 
By OXPPOBB, .cccccccccssecsesesccseseses do 2,412 1,766 1,923 
By ZEOSENC. occcccocccececcecececcceces do 1,342 1,029 850 
COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS2/ 
New York, N, Y.: 
Salt-water i aigasbetidesss~seee-e July 5,612 3,980 4,204 
Fresh-water fish,.....cccccseceseees 40 1,244 1,176 974, 
SS GOR, Se cccessiceeecbccscse SS 930 922 831 
Boston, Mass,: 
Salt-water fish.......ccscccccccccee 40 15 ,837 11,254 10,869 
Fresh-water fish........scceeseseess 40 16 34, 9 
Shellfish, etc, eeeeseeeeeeseeeeeeee do 363 777 375 
Chicago, I11,: 
CURRIE SEM. ic tc ciciiceteccceee @ 1,688 1,303 1,788 
Progh-water figh...cecccscccccccscce 1 ,866 1,476 1,954 
Sa MOR, iescccdévedsccscose. SD 620 614 756 
Unclassified............. FE 428 206 395 
United States: 
PE, 20 oS oe ca Gaadeucnedende’ SP 2,812 2,620 2,761 
PE SUROUN, cccctdeeccsécceeeesee 7,456 6,159 6,555 
Dik: + Dbnebachadbwiewedeeueeeee do 11,381 12,599 8,096 
Mackerel (except Spanish)........... do 6,052 2,503 2,092 
oe re os Perea do 2,548 2,370 1,905 
PERE REEMOURs ccccsicddecswoessas 3,549 4,610 2,990 
Pn a006b60C nous ses eases ebneseee do 2,968 2,993 2,377 
MEE cccsdnednsesedeesdeesecouwe do 8,929 7,122 3,654 
a es do 3,880 2,751 4,322 
New England, all species,........... 40 23,334 20,469 15,146 
Middle Atlantic, all species........ 40 15,278 14,130 12,799 
South Atlantic, all species......... do 4,784 6,114 3,700 
‘North Central East, all species,.... do 12,584 9,295 11,289 
North Central West, all species..... do 2,846 2,937 2,188 
South Central, all species.......... 40 3,056 2,539 2,710 
Pacific, all species.........se+ee- 40 19,464 18 ,439 15,504 
V/ Inciudes all arrivals as reported by express and rail terminals, and truck receipts 4s 
reported by wholesale dealers including smokers, 
2/ Data for individual cities are as of the last Thursday of the month, except those for 
Boston which are for the last Wednesday of the month, and those for geographical areas 
and the total of the United States which are as of the 15th of the month, 


Note,--Deta for the latest month are subject to revision, 
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SOURCES OF FEDERAL FISHERY STATISTICS 
Fish and Wildlife Service Reports 


Current Fishery Statistics: 

Landings at Important Fishing Ports.--Monthly and annual detailed data: Landings at Boston ani 
Gloucester, Mass., and Portland, Maine, by poundage and value, and catch by species, gear and 
bank; and receipts and landings at Seattle, Wash., and operations of Pacific Halibut Fleet. 

Freezings and Cold-storage Holdings of Fishery Products.--Monthly and anmual data on fishery 
products frozen and held. 

Production of Manufactured Fishery Products.--Anmal information on production of canned fishery 
products and byproducts; production of fresh and frozen packaged fish; summary of quantity and 
value of all mamfactured fishery products; and preliminary statements on canned salmon and 
oyster packs and production of fresh-water mussel-shell products. 

Sectional Surveys.--Annual information on number of commercial fishermen; kind and quantity of 
fishing gear operated; poundage and value of catch; employment in fishery wholesale and mam- 
facturing establishnents; and data on the production of mamfactured fishery products for: 
New Englani, Middle Atlantic, Chesapeake Bay, South Atlantic and Gulf, Pacific Coast and 
Lake States, and Alaska. 





Fishery Market News: 
Market News Reports.--Daily, monthly and annual mimeographed reports on production, movement, 
prices, storage and canning of fishery products from 6 field offices. 
Market News Review.--"Fishery Market News", a periodic current review of fishery marketing 
information. 


Annual Statistical Digest: 


Fishery Statistics of the United States.--Summary of Current Fishery Statistics, usually in 
greater detail. 


Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce Reports 


fishery products imported and exported. 


Foreign parte oe SS the United States.--Annual report on imports and exports with 
princ ms shown separately. 


Bureau of the Census Reports 


and stocks of cod and cod-liver oil, whale oil, and other fish oils. 

Factory Co tion of Primary Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils, by Classes of Products.--Advance 
anni report on poundage of marine-animal (whale oil) and fish oil utilized in mamfacture of 
various edible and industrial products. 

Animal and Vegetable Fats and Oils.--Annual summary combining two reports above, plus comparative 
figures for preceding years. 


* Quarterly Canned Foods Stock Report.--Information on canners and distributors stocks of canned 
salmon, sardines, and tuna. 


Bureau of Labor Statistics Reports 


Wholesale Prices.--June and December issues contain average monthly wholesale prices of canned 
pink and red salwon, pickled cod and herring, salt mackerel, and smoked salmon for each of 
the preceding six months. 


Retail Prices.--Monthly report containing retail prices of pink and red salmon. 
Tariff Commission Reports 





Periodic Reports.--Include studies on specific fisheries or fishery problems. 
*Available for official use of other government agencies only. 
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